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Manual version  Release date  Notes  
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Introduction  
Bionic Director is a module which can be added to the Bionic Studio.  

 

It allows you to easily capture action in your radio studio, with cameras smart -

switching automatically depending on who is speaking.  

 

The aim is to make your  rs`shnm¼r adrs ohdbdr ne bnmsdms d`rx sn rg`qd vhsg xntq
audiences on social media.  

 

The most powerful use of the system is in sharing audio highlights online, but there 

are also options to live stream (onto Facebook, Periscope, YouTube Live or your own 
website) within the system.  

 

Bionic Director can also generate templates which display Now Playing information if 
you are live streaming.  

 

Bionic Director can be operated manually if desired. There are also additional options 
which allow users to automatica lly transcribe their content, for easy search and 
editing.  

 

Bionic Director aims to make the capture, editing and sharing of great audio easy 

and stress -free, so you are able to concentrate on making the best content, rather 
than worrying about technology.  

 

This guide introduces the screen layouts, explains each set of buttons in depth, and 
offers prompts for common workflows.  

 

Please note: This guide is aimed at production users and assumes that the initial 
system installation and camera technical configur ation has been completed. If you 

are a station engineer who needs more information, please contact your local Bionic 
Director dealer . 
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Overview  
Opening Bionic Director  
Bionic Director is accessed via Bionic Studio.  

 

To open the oqnfq`lld+ ehmc sgd »OgnmdANW 3¼ hbnm nm xntq cdrjsno 'nq rd`qbg enq
sgd vnqc »OgnmdANW¼- 

 

 

PhoneBOX4 desktop icon  

 

Select the correct options for which programme and location you are working in (ask 
xntq knb`k rtoonqs sd`l he xnt `qdm¼s rtqd vg`s sgdrd `re).  
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The login options will be different at your station  

 

You will then be inside the Bionic Studio. Your system layout may look a little 
different from the one below, but the idea is the same.  

 

 

Three Column View  

 

 

These two buttons control Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq¼r b`ldq`r `mc dchshmf `mc rg`qhmf noshnmr- 

 

Introduction to the different screens  
 

Bionic Director usually runs automatically in the background, leaving you to get on 
with other work unless you need to adjust something.  

 

There are four simp le areas you need to know about to operate the system: the 
Bionic Studio main screen  (what you see when you log into Bionic Studio), the Virtual 

Director Switcher  (for controlling the cameras), the Livestream screen  (for starting 
Livestreams - accessed via  the Virtual Director Switcher) and the Virtual Director 
Media  screens (for editing content ready for sharing).  



 
 

Broadcast Bionics ¹ User Manual ¹ Bionic Director (Version 2.0)  June 2019   
Errors and Omissions Excepted  

 

8 

Bionic Studio main screen  
 

 

Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq¼r b`ldq`r `qd bnmsqnkkdc trhmf sgd Chqdbsnq 'bk`oodqan`qc( hbnm- 

 

 

Director (clapperboard) icon  

 

Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq¼r dchshmf `mc rg`qhmf noshnmr `qd bnmsqnkkdc trhmf sgd Uhcdn 'ehkl
strip) icon.  

 

 

Video (film strip) icon  

 

  



 
 

Broadcast Bionics ¹ User Manual ¹ Bionic Director (Version 2.0)  June 2019   
Errors and Omissions Excepted  

 

9 

Virtual Director Switcher  
 

To adjust the camera options , press or tap the Director  icon. A menu will appear.  

 

 

Virtual Director Switcher screen  

 

This is the Virtual Director Switcher , and allows you to control whether the system is in 
manual or automatic filming mode, adjust scrolling text, choose what is being 
recorded, start a live s tream, or turn off all the cameras, as needed.  

 

The functions of all the options on this menu are explained in the Virtual Director 
Switcher  section below.  

 

Oqdrrhmf sgd »snnkr¼ hbnm `kknvr xnt sn l`jdadjustments to each camera.  

 

 

Tools icon  
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Each Tools icon is linked to its respective camera shot  
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Camera shot settings screen  

 

This screen allows you to adjust the height and angle of the camera shot (e.g. if a 
new guest has arrived who is much taller  or shorter than the person before). It also 
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allows you to update name and job title information which is displayed in -vision, if 
you are using that option on your show.  

 

You can find out more about the options on this page in the camera settings  section 
below.  

 

Live Stream screen  
 

Sgd »Live Stream ¼ hr entmc hmrhcd Uhqst`k Chqdbsnq Rvhsbgdq- Oqdrrhmf sghr atssnm aqhmfr

up the Media Live Stream  screen.  

 

 

Live Stream button in Virtual Director Switcher screen  

 

 

Media Live Stream screen  
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From here, you can begin a livestream onto Facebook Live, YouTube Live, Periscope 

or your own website (depending on what has been configured).  

 

To find out more about setting up a live stream, see the Livestreaming  section 
below.  

 

 

Virtual Director Media  
Once back on the main Bionic Social Screen, pressing or tapping the Video  icon 
brings up the Virtual Director Media  screen.  

 

Video (film strip) icon  

 

This allows you to search for unedited clips by ti me and date, and also by keyword if 
you have the additional Transcription module installed on your system.  
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Virtual Director Media - allows you to select pieces of audio to transcribe and edit  

 

Pressing or tapping on the green button starts the transcription process (where 

installed) (see the Transcription  section for more details).  

 

 

Virtual Director Media options  

 

Pressing or tapping on the video thumbnail opens the Media Player  menu.  
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Media Player screen  

 

This is the place where you can correct the transcription (if installed) and adjust the 

start and end points for the portion of visualised audio you wish to sh are online.  

 

Nmbd xnt g`ud bgnrdm xntq rdkdbsdc bkho+ oqdrrhmf sgd »Rg`qd¼ hbnm vhkk nodm to sgd
Media Share screen.  

 

 

Share icon  
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Media Share screen  

 

From here, you can add a title and comment, select which outlets to share to, and 
publish instantly onl ine. 

 

You can also send the clip to an internal system if additional effects or edits are 

needed before the piece is ready to be shared online.  

 

Xntq rs`shnm¼r knfnr+ oqd `mc onrs-roll videos, and guest name labels will 

automatically be on the final video (depending on configuration) without you having 
to do any extra work.  
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You can find out more about editing and sharing clips in the Editing and sharing  
section below.  

 

@mc sg`s¼r hs Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq hr cdbdoshudkx rhlokd, as it includes lots of features 
designed to make your life easier, so you can get on with creating great audio.  
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Usual workflow  
 

1. Log into Bionic Studio and make sure you have selected the right show.  

2. Check that the Director icon is grey with a green dot (or grey with a red 
qdbnqchmf cns(- He hs hrm¼s- switch the system to the correct Show.  

3. Click on the Director icon and adjust the cameras slightly to make sure that 
the presenter and guests are in shot correctly.  

4. Check that the name and job titl e of each person is correct if that information 

is wanted in the on -screen display / it is blank if not required.  

5. Update the camera screenshot to reassure yourself the camera is set up 

correctly for that guest.  

6. Make sure the carousel rotating text is corre ct and add/remove as needed.  

7. L`jd rtqd sgd rxrsdl hr rds sn »@tsn Rvhsbg¼ `mc »@tsn Qdbnqc¼ vgdm sgd rgnv
starts.  

8. If you need to switch into manual mode (e.g because you want to capture a 
qd`bshnm dwoqdrrhnm(+ xnt b`m cdrdkdbs »@tsn Rvhsbg¼ `s `mx onhms-Make sure 

you turn it back on again afterwards, or you could miss a golden moment!  

9. Leave the system running in Auto Switch/Auto record as the default . You can 

then close the Virtual Director Switcher menu and get on with other work (e.g. 
answering phone cal ls or responding to social media messages).  

10. When a new guest arrives, repeat steps 3 -5 to make sure the system is 
updated correctly.  

11. (Optional) If you are about to begin a segment you think may be useful for 
rg`qhmf+ oqdrr sgd »Rokhs¼ atssnm itrsbefore and just after the item starts and 
finishes, so you can find the clip more easily in the editor.  

12. Make some great radio!  

 

When you have a moment that you want to share:  

 

1. Nodm sgd »Uhcdn¼ ldmt- 

2. Select the clip you want to work with.  

3. Adjust the start a nd end points.  

4. Bkhbj sgd »Rg`qd¼ hbnm- 

5. Fill in the information and choose which social media the clip will be sent to.  

6. Share online!  
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Buttons and Icons explained  
 

This section explains what each of the different buttons and icons within Bionic 
Director do es. 

 

Hs¼r cdrhfmdc enq qdedqdmbd- Sgd lnrs trdetk v`x ne kd`qmhmf sgd rxrsdl hr sn v`sbg `
workflow video (go to bionics.co.uk to see these) or have a look at the step -by-step 
sections below.  

 

The system is very simple in real life.  

Bionic Studio menu bar  
 

This is the menu bar you see when you first log into Bionic Studio.  

 

The two buttons relevant to Bionic Director are the Director and Video icons.  

 

 

Three Column View  
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Sgdrd svn atssnmr bnmsqnk Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq¼r b`ldq`r `mc dchshmf `mc rg`qhmf noshons. 

 

The Director  icon gives access to the camera controls and livestreaming options.  

The Video  icon allows you to edit and share your finished recordings on social media.  

 

The Director icon has different states.  

 

A grey clapperboard with a green dot mean s that Bionic Director is online, but not 
currently recording.  

 

 

Grey clapperboard with green dot - system is connected  

 

A grey clapperboard with a red flashing dot means that Bionic Director is currently 

recording.  

 

 

A grey icon with a red flashing dot  means the system is recording  

 

The Director icon can also show if there is a problem which needs your attention.  

 

A grey clapperboard with an amber dot means that the system is connected but not 

receiving video correctly. Contact your local support team if you see this.  

 

 

A grey icon with an amber dot shows that there is a video connection issue.  
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If the clapperboard turns red, it means the system is alerting you that Bionic Director 
is looking at a different Show from your Bionic Studio client. For  example, you may 
be hotseating and have switched your Bionic Studio screen to your show (e.g. the 
Daytime Show). However, Bionic Director is still recording content linked to the 

Breakfast Show.  

 

 

The red clapperboard is a warning that Bionic Director is  pointing at a different Show 
from the one you have logged into on your machine.  

 

The clapperboard goes red to warn you that there is a mismatch.  

 

When you want Bionic Director to start recording content linked to your Show, simply 

press the clapperboard D irector button.  

 

They system will ask if you want to switch Bionic Director to the current Show. Simply 
rdkdbs »Xdr¼- 

 

 

 

The Video icon allows you to access the editing and sharing options for completed 

videos.  
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Video (film strip) icon  

 

It is usually grey.  

 

The video icon may occasionally flash red when Bionic Director is switching shows - 
do not worry about this.  
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Virtual Director Switcher  
 

The Virtual Director Switcher is the control area for all the cameras and livestreaming 
options.  

 

It it accessed when you press the Director button in the main Bionic Social screen.  

 

 

Director icon  

 

 

The Virtual Director Switcher screen - the main area for controlling camera and 
recording settings.  
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Camera recording controls  
The buttons across the top control how the system records.  

 

Some buttons appear and disappear depending on which other options are selected.  

 

 

Recording options  

 

 Sgd »Ltsd¼ atssnm stqmr nee `kk sgd b`ldq`r- Hs cndrm¼s `eedbs sgd
audio.  

Mute - grey (off)  
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Mute - pulsing red (on)  

 

Oqdrrhmf Ltsd stqmr nee `kk sgd b`ldq`r `mc ld`mr sg`s Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq vnm¼s chrok`x
any feed from the studio on the pre -recorded or live stream. This is useful if you 
cnm¼s g`ud odqlhrrhnm sn rgnv ` ftdrs hm-vision on air.  

 

 

On Air -  grey (system off)  

  

On Air -  pulsing red (system on)  

 

Sgd »Nm @hq¼ atssnm mddcr sn ad nm 'otkrhmf qdc( enq sgd rxrsdl sn rvhsbg sn b`ldq`

images from the studio (rather than a generic holding graphic).  

 

Depending on your studio and desk configuration, th is may happen automatically 
when your studio is live to air, when you open a microphone fader, or may need to be 

manually triggered (e.g. if you are doing a pre -record).  

 

Pressing the button turns the On -Air state on (red). Pressing it again turns it off 
(grey).  

 

 

Auto Switch - grey (off)  
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Auto Switch - yellow (on)  

 

Sgd »@tsn Rvhsbg¼ atssnm snffkdr sgd `tsn rvhsbg rs`fd 'Nm9 Xdkknv- Nee9 Fqdx(- 

 

Auto Switch is the main way Bionic Director works. The system automatically chooses 
which camera shot is used, depending on who is speaking.  

If you want to manually control the cameras, you need to turn this button off. Put it 
back on again as soon as you want the system to take over once more.  

 

 

Live Stream - grey (off)  

 

Live Stream - pulsing red (on)  

 

Sgd »Khud Rsqd`l¼ atssnm nodmr sgd Khud Rsqd`l ldmt noshnmr- RddLive Stream 
screen  for more information.  

 

The Live Stream button pulses red when a stream is active.  

 

 

Auto Record - grey (off)  

 

Auto Record - yellow (on)  
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The Auto Record button allows you to let the system start and end recordings, 
depending on the fader state. Setting it On (Yellow) is the standard Bionic Director 
operation. This means that the system will always record when any microphone fa der 

is open, and will stop recording when all the microphone faders are closed.  

 

 

Record - grey (off)  

 

Record - pulsing red (on)  

 

Sgd »Qdbnqc¼ atssnm hr trdc vgdm xnt v`ms sn qdbnqc rnldsghmf l`mt`kkx- Sghr
atssnm nmkx `ood`qr vgdm »@tsn Qdbnqc¼ hr stqned off.  

 

In Auto Record mode, recording stops when all the microphone faders are down. 

However, there may be times when you would still like to capture what is going on in 
the studio when these faders are shut. For example, you might be playing in a clip for 

a guest to react to.  

 

@s sghr onhms+ hs hr vnqsg otsshmf sgd rxrsdl hm sn »Qdbnqc¼ lncd+ rn sg`s sgd vgnkd
item can be captured in one Bionic Director clip.  

 

(You may also decide to take manual control of the cameras at this point, too - see 

below).  

 

Is¼r hlonqs`ms sn ots sgd rxrsdl a`bj hmsn »@tsn qdbnqc¼ nmbd sgd rdfldms hr nudq+ `r

nsgdqvhrd xnt qhrj qd`bghmf Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq¼r l`whltl rhmfkd bkho khlhs 'trt`kkx
configured at one hour, but may vary locally).  
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If the maximum file recording length is ab out to be reached, the control area will 
start to flash and a warning alert will appear:  

 

 

Recording limit warning  

 

Oqdrr »Bnmshmtd¼ he xnt vhrg sn jddo sgd qdbnqchmf fnhmf- 

 

 

Continue button - only appears if a recording limit is about to be reached  

 

 

 

Split  
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Sgd »Rokhs¼ atssnm `ood`qr nmbd 0/ rdbnmcr ne bnmsdms g`r addm qdbnqcdc- Hs `kknvr

you to mark the start and end of a new segment, to make finding the relevant part 
of the show easier in the Video / editing screen later in the process.  

 

Nmbd xnt g`ud oqdrrdc »Rokhs¼+ sgd atssnm vhkk u`mhrg tmshk `mnsgdq 0/ rdbnmcr ne
content has been captured.  

 

Camera shot controls  
 

The active camera has a red square around it.  

 

He trhmf L`mt`k lncd+ oqdrrhmf ` b`ldq`¼r gnkchmf ohbstqd vhkk rvhsbg sgdmain 

output to that shot.  

 

 

 

Camera shots  

 

The settings buttons allow you to tweak the camera position and update the on -
screen name and job title information (if used).  

 

 

 

Please see Camera settings  below for more inf ormation on adjusting the cameras.  
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Carousel options  
 

The Carousel allows rotating text to be displayed automatically at the bottom of 

your camera shot. This is not  used for job titles and guest name information (that is 
set in the Camera settings ), but can be used for gene ric information such as the 
phone -in number, topic, website address and so on.  

 

If you do not wish to have any additional information appear on screen, delete all of 
the messages in the carousel.  
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If you are using the carousel, here are what each of the carousel controls do:  

 

 

Carousel controls  

 

To delete a message:  

1. Use the left and right arrows to scroll to the message you want to delete.  

2. Oqdrr sgd sq`rgb`m »cdkdsd¼ hbnm- 

 

To view messages:  

 

1. Use the left and right arrows to scroll through the carous el. Messages will 
rotate in order.  

 

To add a new message:  

1. Oqdrr sgd »`cc¼ 'oktr( atssnm- 

2. Type text into the white text box.  

3. Oqdrr sgd »dmsdq¼ atssnm- 
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Closing Virtual Director Switcher  
Oqdrr sgd qdc »W¼ hm sgd anssnl bdmsqd ne sgd rbqddm- 

 

Any updates you have made are automatically saved as you make them.  

 

 

Qdc W »bknrd¼ rxlank 
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Camera settings  
This allows you to tweak the position of the camera and update name/title 
information when new guests or presenters come into the studio.  

 

To `bbdrr sgd b`ldq` rdsshmfr+ oqdrr sgd »Snnkr¼ hbnm- 

 

Oqdrrhmf sgd »snnkr¼ hbnm `kknvr xnt sn l`jd `citrsldmsr sn d`bg b`ldq`- 

 

 

Tools icon  

 

Each Tools icon is linked to its respective camera shot  
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You will then come to the individual camera settings sc reen.  

 

 

Camera settings screen  
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The label setting options  are as follows:  

 

 

 

Camera Label - cdrbqhadr vg`s sgd rgns hr- Xnt trt`kkx cnm¼s mddc sn `citrs sghr k`adk- 

 

Caption Name - The name of the person who is using that microphone. Make sure it 
is spelled correctly, as it will be displayed on -screen in your final Bionic Director 
videos.  

 

Caption Title - Usually the job title of the person using the microphone. This is also 

displayed in -vision. 

 

Note!  Make sure you update the Caption Name and Caption  Title every time the 

person using the microphone changes, or the wrong information will be displayed on 

your video.  

 

If you do not wish the name and job title to be displayed, leave Caption Name and 
Caption Title blank.  
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The Camera Label image  is the re minder photo which is displayed in the Virtual 
Director switcher, to show which camera is doing what. It is good practice to update 
hs dudqx shld xnt `citrs ` ftdrs¼r cds`hkr+ `r ` qdlhmcdq ne vghbg b`ldq` hr vghbg- 

 

Sn cn sghr+ oqdrr sgd »B`ldq`¼ hbnm hmthe middle of the screen. The Label Image will 

be updated with a new screenshot.  
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The Camera Label has the new screenshot.  

 

There are two controls to adjust the camera shot itself. These are designed for small 
tweaks - e.g. if one guest is tall or sta nding up and the next person is shorter or 
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sitting. Make sure to leave some space around the shot if possible, in case they move 
slightly during the show!  

 

To adjust the camera left/right/up/down, use the green arrows.  

 

Adjustment arrows  

 

To zoom the shot in and out, use the magnifying glass + and - icons. 
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Magnifying glass items - used to zoom in and out.  

 

Vgdm xnt `qd g`oox vhsg xntq bg`mfdr+ oqdrr sgd »shbj¼ hbnm- 

 

He xnt cnm¼s v`ms sn r`ud `mxsghmf+ oqdrr »W¼- 
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Save or cancel buttons  
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Live Stream  
 

Bionic Director works best when you share your best bits of the show online.  

 

However, sometimes you will want to stream some sections live - e.g. a behind -the -

scenes presenter Q&A, or an interview with a famous guest.  

 

You can do this within Bioni c Director itself.  

 

Depending on what is configured at your station, you will be able to stream live on 
Facebook, YouTube, Periscope and your own website, individually or all at once.  

 

Sn `bbdrr sgd Khud Rsqd`l rdsshmfr+ oqdrr sgd »Khud Rsqd`l¼ atssnm nm she Virtual 
Director Switcher.  

 

Live Stream button highlighted  

 

 

Live Stream button  
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Type in a title for your stream. This will be visible as the title on the stream when you 
go live.  

Setting up the streams  

 

 

Trying to connect without adding a stream name will generate an error message  
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Sn adfhm ` rsqd`l+ oqdrr sgd »Bnmmdbs¼ atssnm- 

 

 

Connect button highlighted  

 

@ rsqd`l vhsg »Dqqnq¼ adrhcd hs rgnvr sgdqd hr ` oqnakdl vhsg sgd bnmmdbshnm- 
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Sgdqd hr `m dqqnq nm sghr rs`shnm¼r XntStad bnmmdbshnn - tell your local support team if 
you see this.  

 

 

Nmbd sgd rsqd`l g`r addm bnmmdbsdc+ oqdrr sgd »Fn Khud¼ atssnm sn adfhm- Nmbd xnt
have pressed this, the main stream from Bionic Director will also be shown on your 
social media stream.  

 



 
 

Broadcast Bionics ¹ User Manual ¹ Bionic Director (Version 2.0)  June 2019   
Errors and Omissions Excepted  

 

45 

 

When the live s sqd`l g`r rs`qsdc+ sgd »Fn Khud¼ atssnm chr`ood`qr- 

 

 

The Facebook stream is now live.  
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Sn dmc sgd Khudrsqd`l+ oqdrr sgd »Rsno¼ atssnm- 

 

 

Oqdrr »Rsno¼ sn dmc sgd rsqd`l 

 

Sn bknrd sgd Khud Rsqd`l vhmcnv+ oqdrr sgd qdc »W¼ atssnm- 
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If you need to get on with other work using Bionic Studio while the live stream is 
qtmmhmf+ sg`s¼r mn oqnakdl- Rhlokx bnmmdbs sgd rsqd`l+ l`jd rtqd hs hr khud `mc sgdm
bknrd sgd »Ldch` Khud Rsqd`l¼ vhmcnv trhmf sgd qdc W- 

 

You will be able to check that the live stream i r rshkk qtmmhmf `r sgd »Khud Rsqd`l¼

button on the Virtual Director Switcher will pulse red.  

 

 

Live Stream button shows a stream is active.  

 

 

 

The Live Stream button pulses when a stream is connected and live.  

 

Note! Remember that the Live Stream will (usually) configured to broadcast a studio 

wideshot online, even if the faders are shut. It is possible to be broadcasting live on a 
rsqd`l dudm he xnt `qdm¼s qdbnqchmf `mxsghmf enq qd-use locally. Take care if you want 
sn ohbj xntq mnrdÄ 
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These setti ngs vary between stations, so do check locally to see what displays where 
where you work. You can find out more in Appendix 1: Examples of which pictures are 
being captured in different recording states  below.  

 

 

In thi s screenshot, Bionic Director is livestreaming even though the microphones 
`qdm¼s nodm- 
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Virtual Director Media  
The Virtual Director Media menus allow you to transcribe (if installed), edit and share 
your Bionic Director videos.  

 

To access Uhqst`k Chqdbsnq Ldch`+ oqdrr sgd »Uhcdn¼ atssnm nm sgd l`hm ldmt a`q- 

 

 

Video button highlighted in main Bionic Studio menu  

 

 

Video button  

 

 

The Virtual Director Media window then opens.  
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Virtual Director Media window  
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Virtual Director Media functio ns overview (NB Transcriptions may not be installed at 
your station)  

 

To find the video you want to edit, you can adjust the filter at the top. You can either 
set it for a whole day, or filter further for a particular block of time. This is useful if 

you h ave a busy show with lots of clips.  

 

 

Search and filter area  

 

Sn bgnnrd ` rodbhehb c`sd+ oqdrr sgd »B`kdmc`q¼ hbnm- @ ldmt vhkk `ood`q 'sgd cde`tks

hr sn fhud snc`x¼r c`sd `mc nmd vddj hm sgd o`rs(- 
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Date search filter options  

 

 

Date filter options  

 

If the day you want is not on the list, you can press the second calendar symbol 
(highlighted) to toggle between dates manually.  
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Date toggle  

 

Note!  He xnt b`m¼s ehmc sgd c`sd xnt v`ms+ hs hr onrrhakd hs hr snn e`q hm sgd o`rs- 

contact your loc al support engineer to find out what the settings are at your station.  

 

Sn ehksdq ax shld+ xnt b`m `citrs sgd »Adsvddm Ä `mc¼ noshnmr- 

 

Rhlokx oqdrr sgd »Bknbj¼ hbnmr sn `ldmc sgd ehksdq rs`qs `mc dmc shldr- 

 

 

Adjust filter by time settings  
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If you have p reviously transcribed a video, it is also possible to search by typing in a 

keyword into the search bar. E.g. if you presenter made a funny joke about bananas, 
sxod »A`m`m`r¼ hmsn gdqd- 

 

 

Search Transcriptions box  

 

 

Note! This only works if a) Sq`mrbqhoshnm hr hmrs`kkdc 'hs¼r `m dwsq` lnctkd sg`s mns `kk
stations have) and b) the clip you want to find has already been transcribed. 

Otherwise, no result will be returned.  

 

To edit a video, click on its thumbnail.  

 

 



 
 

Broadcast Bionics ¹ User Manual ¹ Bionic Director (Version 2.0)  June 2019   
Errors and Omissions Excepted  

 

55 

Press a thumbnail to open the Media Player  and begin editing (see below)  

 

Sn sq`mrbqhad ` uhcdn+ oqdrr »Sq`mrbqhad sghr uhcdn¼- Vgdm ` sq`mrbqhoshnm hr hm oqnfqdrr+
a grey bar is displayed.  

 

 

Transcription button option s 

 

If you do not have Transcription installed at your station, these buttons will not be 

displayed when you open the Virtual Director Media window.  

 

Sn bknrd Uhqst`k Chqdbsnq Ldch`+ oqdrr sgd qdc »W¼ atssnm- 

 

 

Red X - press to close the window  
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Media Pla yer  
The Media Player screen allows you to select and trim the clips you wish to share 
online.  

You can access it by pressing on any thumbnail in the Virtual Director Media  window.  

 

 

Media Player window  
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Functions overv iew 

 

Once you have opened your clip, you can jump to key sections by clicking the 

thumbnails at the top.  

If you have Transcription enabled, you can search for keywords to help you edit.  
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Search bar highlighted.  

 

To use the search, simply type in the word you wish to find.  
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Keywords highlighted  

 

The search terms will then be highlighted in the transcript. This helps you find a point 
in the programme without needing to remember the exact time.  

 

Clicking on a word allows you to update the transcription if the automatically chosen 
vnqc hr hmbnqqdbs 'd-f- sgd rxrsdl vqhsdr »bgddrd¼ hmrsd`c ne »bgddqr¼-( 
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Click on a word to edit the transcript.  

 

Oqdrr »R`ud¼ sn toc`sd sgd vnqc+ nq »Cdkdsd¼ sn jddo sgd nqhfhm`k ogq`rd- 

 

Transcript update dial og box  

 

For finer control in selecting your clip, you use the Media Player select, edit and share 
tools.  
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There are three markers you need to be aware of.  

 

The White  marker is the play head - wherever it points is what is shown in the clip 

window.  

 

The Green  marker shows the mark in point. Wherever this sits shows the start of the 
section that will be shared.  

 

The Red marker shows the mark out point. Wherever this sits shows the end of the 
section that will be shared.  

 

 

Player markers  

 

The player controllers  allow you to move the White marker (playhead) in different 
ways. From left -to -right, the controls are as follows:  
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Back to the start.  

Back one second.  

Back 0.04 second (approx)  

Play. 

Forward 0.04 second (approx)  

Forward one second.  

Go to the end.  

 

Note!  This controls the player head, not  the in/out point of the shared clip!  

 

When the player is running, the display changes to show a Back to start / Pause / Go 
to end configuration instead.  

 

Controls when an item is playing  

 

The Marker circles  allow you to automatically link the mark in and out time to the 
current position of the play head.  

 

 

Mark in/out circles.  
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Play head and mark -in point now aligned.  

 

This fine control allows you to easily move through the clip to find the mark in and 

out points.  

 

Alternatively, it is possible to click and drag any of the markers to the desired in and 

out points.  

 

Once you have your desired clip, press the Share icon  to open the Media Share  

window so the clip can be shared internally or online (see below).  

 

 

Share icon  

 

In older versions of Bionic Director, the Transcription button  opens the Media 
Transcription  window (where configured).  
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Transcript ion button  

 

Note! This button has been removed in later versions, so you might not see it on your 
system. For more information on Transcription , please see below.  
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Media Share  
The Media Share screen allows you to publish your selected clip instantly to social 
media.  

At some stations, it is also possible to send the clip internally to allow further editing 

in craft editing systems (this depends on what is configured at your station).  

 

 

Media Share window  

 

Type in a Title and a Description. The character count will show you how much space 

hr kdes- Hs¼r `citrsdc cdodmchmf nm sgd sxod ne rnbh`k ldch` xnt rdkdbs nm sgd kdes 'd-f-
Twitter has a 280 character limit).  

 

The text you enter here is what will be published onl ine, so make sure it is spelled 
correctly!  
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Title and description filled in.  

 

You select which social media type you would like to publish to by clicking the 
accounts on the right -hand side.  

 

Some options (e.g. Twitter) only appear once another option (e .g. YouTube) is 
selected, as Twitter does not allow direct publishing of videos. In that case, your 
Tweet will contain a link to the YouTube video.  
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Facebook selected as the publishing destination  

 

Vgdm xnt `qd qd`cx+ oqdrr sgd »Rg`qd¼ atssnm- 
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Share button highlighted.  

 

The status bar will show you the publishing progress.  
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Publish in progress - DmptdtdcÄ 

 



 
 

Broadcast Bionics ¹ User Manual ¹ Bionic Director (Version 2.0)  June 2019   
Errors and Omissions Excepted  

 

70 

 

Publish in progress - Encoding  

 

(You can close the window if you need to get back into Bionic Social -  hd xnt cnm¼s
have to watch the pub lish process unless you want to!)  

 

 

Once the item has been published, you the screen will change states.  
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Publish complete  

 

You will then be returned to the Media Share page.  

 

This gives you the chance to share the same clip with a different caption.  

 

E.g. Instead of publishing the same clip with the same Title and Social Message 
across all your social media accounts, you might wish to publish one version to 
Facebook and something different to Twitter. The system gives you the option to 

share the same clip with different text by returning you to the Media Share window.  
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Xnt b`m dhsgdq bgnrd sn otakhrg ` cheedqdms udqrhnm ax oqdrrhmf »Rg`qd¼+ nq rhlokx bknrd

sgd vhmcnv ax oqdrrhmf sgd qdc »W¼- 

 

 

Red X to close  

 

Note!  If you close everything  down and later decide you want to share the same clip 
online, you will need to mark the in and out points again - sgd Ldch` Khaq`qx cndrm¼s
store your final edits; only the raw clips.  
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Most stations have automatic pre - or post -roll idents embedded into th e Bionic 
Director system, which means that when you share your clip online, the correct 
branding has already been applied without you needing to add anything more. This 
allows you more time to concentrate on your show!  
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Workflows / Step -by-step guides  
This section shows you some common tasks step -by-step.  

 

You may also find the videos at bionics.co.uk (our website) useful, as well as the Usual 

workflow  reminder above.  

 

Instructions written down can seem more complicated than they really are. Once you 
have used the system a few times, it will be much quicker and easier to operate. And 

then you can go back to focusing on the important job of making great content!  
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Opening the program  
1. Double click the »OgnmdANW 3¼ hbnm nm xntq cdrjsno 

2. Select the correct studio settings and show (depending on local 
configuration)  

3. Make sure Bionic Director is connected with the right Show. (Grey 
clapperboard icon). If not (red icon), press the button and switch Bionic 
Director so it is pointing at the right place.  

4. For usual operation, open Virtual Director Switcher and check that the system 
is running in Auto Switch and Auto record.  

5. Set up the camera shots (see Setting up a guest  below).  

6. Bknrd Uhqst`k Chqdbsnq Rvhsbgdq ax oqdrrhmf sgd qdc »W¼ `mc g`ud ` fqd`s rgnv  

 

 

 

If the clapperboard is showing red, make sure you switch Bionic Director to look at 
the correct Show.  
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You can then press the clapperboard icon to check the camera se ttings are correct.  
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Setting up a guest  
Every time a new person (presenter, reporter or guest) sits at a microphone, it is 
good practice to take a few seconds to do the following steps:  

 

1) Open Virtual Director Switcher, select the camera position the guest  is sitting 
`s+ `mc oqdrr sgd »Rdsshmfr¼ atssnm- 

2)  If name straps are used at your station - fill in the Caption Name and Caption 
Title. Make sure these are correctly spelled and capitalised! If name straps are 
not used at your station, make sure these field s are blank.  

3) Adjust the camera zooming and pan if needed (e.g. if the last person was very 
tall and the current person is short). Make sure you keep the shot fairly wide in 
case your guest moves.  

4)  Take a camera screenshot to remind yourself that the camera is currently set 
up for this particular guest (and to prompt you to change it when the next 
person sits in that position).  

5)  Oqdrr sgd fqddm »Shbj¼ sn r`ud- 

6)  Make great radio!  
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Recording  
There are two main modes for recording: Automatic and manual.  

 

Some of the steps below may vary slightly depending on how things are configured 

at your station, but here are some reminders for how to set up the system.  

 

You can find out more details about recording and camera switching modes in 
Camera recording controls  and Camera shot controls  above.  

Automatic recordings  
 

Automatic recording, combined with automatic switching, is the usual way that 
Bionic Director works.  

 

In this mode, the system will automatically record and switch cameras whenever a 
microphone is open.  

 

When all the microphone faders are shut, the recording stops.  

 

To make sure the system is in automatic mode, follow these steps:  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Switcher  

2. Make sure the Auto Switch and Auto Record buttons are highlighted yellow.  

3. Bknrd sgd Rvhsbgdq ax oqdrrhmf sgd qdc »W¼: l`jd fqd`s q`chn  
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Manual recording and switching  
 

If required, the system can be operated manually.  

 

A manual recording  is chosen if the user wishes to record even when the microphone 

faders are down (for example, if playing a package or clip in and wanting to capture 
sgd ftdrs¼r qd`bshnm(- 

 

Manual switching  is chosen if the producer wishes to select the camera shots 

thems elves, rather than letting the system do it. This is useful if you wish to capture a 
ftdrs¼r qd`bshnm sn ` oqdrdmsdq¼r ptdrshnm 'd-f- rgnbjdc e`bd(- 

 

For manual recording:  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Switcher  

2. Deselect Auto Record (button should be grey not yell ow)  

3. Oqdrr sgd »Qdbnqc¼ atssnm- Sgd atssnm rgntkc rs`qs sn otkrd- 

4. Bknrd sgd Rvhsbgdq ax oqdrrhmf sgd qdc »W¼- 

5. Make great radio!  
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6. When you have finished, open the Switcher again and stqm sgd »Qdbnqc¼ atssnm
off  (it should be grey). If you forget to do this, y ou may run out of recording 
space by accident!  

7. Hs hr fnnc oq`bshbd sn ots »@tsn Qdbnqc¼ a`bj nm vgdm xnt g`ud ehmhrgdc- 
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For manual switching:  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Switcher  

2. Deselect Auto Switch (button should be grey not yellow)  

3. Press the camera position thumbnail each time you wish to change the shot.  

4. Make great radio!  

5. Hs hr fnnc oq`bshbd sn ots »@tsn Rvhsbg¼ a`bj nm vgdm xnt g`ud ehmhrgdc- 
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Livestreaming  
It is possible to Livestream  as well as recording the best bits for later.  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Switcher  

2. Oqdrr sgd »Khud Rsqd`l¼ atssnm- 

3. Type in a title for your stream (this will be shown publicly.)  

4. Oqdrr sgd »Bnmmdbs¼ atssnm mdws sn sgd stream(s) you wish to activate.  

5. Vgdm qd`cx+ oqdrr »Fn Khud¼- 

6. Bknrd sgd vhmcnv ax oqdrrhmf sgd qdc »W¼: l`jd fqd`s q`chn- 

7. When you want to finish livestreaming, open the Virtual Director Switcher, 
oqdrr »Khud Rsqd`l¼ `mc sgdm oqdrr »Rsno¼ mdws sn sgd rsd`l(s) you would like 
to end.  

8. Bknrd sgd vhmcnv ax oqdrrhmf sgd qdc »W¼- 
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Vgdm Khud Rsqd`lhmf hr `bshud+ sgd »Khud Rsqd`l¼ atssnm otkrdr qdc- 
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Editing and sharing  
Once you have a clip you want to share, you can easily clip it and send it to social 
media.  

 

Full information is in the Media Player  and Media Share  sections.  

Selecting a clip  
To trim a clip to have the correct in/out points:  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Media  

2. (If needed) filter for the day/time of the show you want to share.  

3. Press the thumbnail of the clip you would like to trim.  

4. Move the white playhead marker by clicking and dragging and/or using the 

player controllers until you find the start of the part you want  to share.  

5. Oqdrr sgd fqddm »L`qj hm¼ bhqbkd- 

6. Move the white playhead marker by clicking and dragging and/or using the 

player controllers until you find the end of the part you want to share.  

7. Oqdrr sgd qdc »L`qj nts¼ bhqbkd- 

Sharing a clip  
Follow steps 1 -7 above.  

8. Oqdrr sgd »Rg`qd¼ atssnm sn nodm sgd Ldch` Rg`qd vhmcnv 

9. Select which social media platform(s) you would like to share the clip on.  

10. Fill in the title and description (these will display publicly).  

11. Ghs sgd fqddm »Rg`qd¼ atssnm- 

12. (Optional) If you want to share the same clip on a different platform with 
different Title/Description text, repeat steps 9 -11. 

13. Bknrd sgd vhmcnv trhmf sgd qdc »W¼ vgdm ehmhrgdc- 
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When clip ready, press to share.  
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Oqdrr sgd fqddm »Rg`qd¼ atssnm sn onrs sgd blip online.  
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Transcription  
It is possible to transcribe clips to make searching for and selecting content even 
quicker. This requires an additional module to be installed on your system.  

 

To transcribe a raw clip to help with later search and edit:  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Media.  

2. Oqdrr »Sq`mrbqhad sghr uhcdn¼- 

 

 

 

To search for keywords:  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Media.  

2. Type keyword into search bar (NB this only works for videos which have 
already been transcribed!)  
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To edit a transcription / use it to assist with trimming clips:  

 

1. Open Virtual Director Media.  

2. Choose a video which has already been transcribed.  

3. Press its thumbnail.  

4. Use the search option on the right -hand side to find keywords and/or use the 
media player to move th e clip to the desired time.  

5. Click and edit the text if needed.  
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You may also find the Web Viewer  section useful.  
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Appendix 1: Examples of which pictures are being 

captured in different recording states  
 

When you set up Bionic Director, it is possible to load templates which are branded 
vhsg xntq rs`shnm nq rgnv¼r knfnr `mc hcdmsr- Sgdrd fdmdq`sd sgd nm-screen name 

labels, watermarks and also affect what is shown when Bionic Director is in differen t 
modes.  

 

The screenshots below give some examples of how a system might look. However, 

not every station chooses to use every option, so it is worth spending some time with 
your own system to learn how it is configured for your programme, as it may displa y 
quite differently!  

 

Mute mode  

 

 

Mute mode  

 

Mute mode means that all the cameras are switched off.  
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Bionic Director is usually set to display either a full -screen logo or a logo with a now 
playing wrap in this case.  

 

 

The top right -hand corner has a lo fn nm sghr rxrsdl¼r Ltsd bnmehftq`shnm- no images 
from the studio cameras are being sent.  

 

Auto Switch mode  
 

 

Auto Switch mode  

 

In this mode, the system flips between different modes depending on if any 

microphone fader is open or not.  

 

If all the faders  are shut, the system will show a full screen logo, now playing wrap, or 
` »rox b`l¼ uhdv ne sgd rstchn vhsg mnv ok`xhmf hmenql`shnm vq`oodc `qntmc hs 'sghr

depends on what you have chosen at your station).  
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The top right -hand corner has been configured to display a wide -shot of the studio 
nm sghr rxrsdl- Sgd qdrs ne sgd rbqddm g`r ` »Mnv Ok`xhmf¼ vq`o `r sgd lhbqnognmd
faders are all closed.  

 

When the faders are open, the system automatically switches between camera shots 
depending on who is speaking.  

 

 

The microphone faders are now open, so the system begins automatically choosing 
shots.  
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Manual mode  
 

In this mode, the camera shot displayed depends on which shot has been manually 

pressed in Virtual Director Switcher.  

 

 

Auto Switch off = Manual mode on  

 

If the faders are shut, the system will show a full screen logo, now playing wrap, or a 

»b`ldq` rgns¼ uhdv ne sgd rstchn vhsg mnv ok`xhmf hmenql`shnm vq`oodc `qntmc hs
(this depends on what you have chosen at your station). The camera shot selected is 

whichever one you have chosen manually.  

 

 

Sgd Oqdrdmsdq¼r b`ldq` g`r addm l`mt`kkx rdkdbsdc+ rn hs hr `ood`qhmf hm sgd sno
right -hand corner. The rest of the screen has a Now Playing wrap as the microphone 
faders are closed.  
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If the faders ar e open, the system shows a shot from whichever camera has been 

pressed in Virtual Director Switcher.  

 

 

A microphone fader is open, and the Presenter camera has been manually selected, 
so Bionic Director now displays it full screen. The camera shot will no t change until 
another one is manually chosen. The text across the bottom is appearing because 
text has been put into the carousel .  

 

On Air Mode  
 

@s rnld rs`shnmr+ xnt b`m l`mt`kkx oqdrr sgd »Nm @hq¼ atssnm snforce the display to 

show camera pictures regardless of the fader position - hd+ hs stqmr nee sgd »Mnv
ok`xhmf¼ vq`oodq he sgd e`cdqr `qd bknrdc- 
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On Air mode is active.  

 

Note!  Remember that no matter what mode the cameras are in, a recording mode 
(Auto or Manual) needs to be active for the system to record your show!  
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Appendix 2 - Web Viewer  
The web viewer allows people in your station who do not have access to the main 
Bionic Studio / Bionic Director programs to view, download and transcribe 1 videos.  

 

This can be useful if you have a social media team who edit material for later re -use. 

 

It can also be used to provide evidence to sponsors that you mentioned their 
product on  air, as you can search the transcription and then send a video of the 

presenter as proof.  

 

Web Viewer Home  
 

To access the web viewer, follow the link or intranet address given to you by your 
local support team.  

 

Log in by entering your username and passwo rd. 

 

 

Login screen  

 

You will then see the main web viewer screen.  

 

                                                      

1 If the transcription module has been purchased and installed.  
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Web viewer main screen  

 

This area allows the user to take control of the cameras remotely (depending on 
their user permissions). To find out more, see Webview VMix . 

 

The menu bar allows you to switch between the Home Screen, Media Screens and 
allows you to Log Out of the webviewer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webview VMix  
 

Webview VMix allows you to remotely control the studio cameras (assuming you 

have the correct user permission level). This will override whatever is happening in 
the studio itself, so use with  care!  
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The camera switching controls work in the same way as on the main system - see 

Camera recording controls  above for more information.  

 

Clicking on the camera switching controls brings up a larger control screen . 

 

 

VMix control  

 

You can see which camera is in use on the left -hand side. The right -hand buttons 

allow you to take control of the cameras, or start a live stream.  
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Webview Media - Recording  
The Recordings window allows you to see the recordings which are in the Bionic 
Director system without needing to log onto a machine with the full Bionic Studio 
suite.  

 

From here, you can view videos and then download them to your local machine 2 
ready for further editing.  

 

To access the Recordings s xrsdl+ oqdrr sgd »Ldch`¼ atssnm nm Ahnmhb Chqdbsnq
Webviewer.  

 

 

 

Recording menu highlighted  

 

 

 

                                                      

2 Depending on your user permission level  
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The Recordings  tab gives an overview of all the current recordings, including their 
recording state, which station and show they are linked to, when the reco rding 

happened, and how long it is. This information can be useful if you are looking for a 
particular raw clip to edit.  

 

Click on any item to view.  

 

 

Item selected  

 

You can then review and download the clip using the Video Recording  screen (see 
below).  

 

The Downloads  tab shows which clips have been requested for download. You can 
cnvmkn`c `mnsgdq bnox sn xntq nvm l`bghmd ax oqdrrhmf sgd fqddm »cnvmkn`c¼
button.  
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Downloads tab  

 

The Transcriptions  tab allows you to search for content by using keywords from the 

transcription. This only works if a) the transcription module has been installed and b) 
the clip has been transcribed.  

 

To search for content, enter your keyword, check that the time filter c overs the date 
and time you are interested in, make sure you have chosen the correct station from 

the drop -cnvm ldmt+ `mc sgdm oqdrr »Ehmc¼- 

 

 

Transcription keyword search  

 

The matching results will then appear in a list.  
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Results list  

 

You can click on  any of the timestamps in the list to see the context around the 
keyword. This then helps you work out which clip to search for and download in the 
Recording  screen.  

 

Searching by transcript can save a lot of time if you are looking for a particular 

rdbshnm ne sgd rgnv ats cnm¼s jmnv sgd dw`bs shld- Hs b`m `krn ad gdkoetk he xnt `qd

looking for proof of keywords to give to show sponsors.  

 

Note! Transcription is good but not perfect. If the automatic transcription was n ot 
corrected in the studio, you may not find the keyword you need. E.g. if the presenter 

r`hc »bgddrd¼ ats sgd rxrsdl sgntfgs sgdx r`hc »bgddqr¼- Hm sghr b`rd+ xnt vhkk mddc sn
double -check by finding the clip from the approximate time it was recorded.  

 

Video Recording screen  
 

The Video Recording screen is accessed from the Recordings tab. It has the controls 
which allow you to select and download clips remotely.  

 

The Playback  tab lets you preview the video. Use the controls at the bottom to move 
forwards a nd backwards through the video.  
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Playback tab  

 

The Properties  tab lets you see technical information about the video. It also allows 
you to delete the video, if you have the correct user permission.  

 

 

Properties tab  
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The Download  tab is where you trigger downloading the clip.  

 

 

Download tab  

 

First you can choose the clip quality.  

 

Higher quality / original is better for television, but lower quality will download more 
quickly and have smaller file size.  

 

You can download more tha n one version of the same clip if you wish.  

 

To download the clip, choose which quality level you would like, and then press 
»Dmbncd¼- 
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Press to Encode  

 

@ ch`knf anw vhkk bnld to sn bgdbj sg`s sghr hr vg`s xnt v`ms sn cn- Oqdrr »Xdr¼- 

 

 

Select Yes to co nfirm  

 

Sgd ehkd rs`str vhkk sgdm bg`mfd sn `ladq . »HmOqnfqdrr¼ vghkd sgd rxrsdl dmbncdr sgd
file.  
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Encoding in progress  

 

Nmbd sgd ehkd hr qd`cx+ xnt b`m sgdm oqdrr sgd fqddm »Cnvmkn`c¼ atssnm sn r`ud sgd
file locally on your computer or network.  

 

Alternatively, you can close this window and then download the file from the 
Downloads tab on the Recording  screen later on (e.g. if the file is large and you have 

other work to do).  

 

The Stills tab lets you vi ew some thumbnails from the clip.  

 

 

Stills tab  

 








